
Mitchell Moore 

9680 SW Buckskin Terrace 

Beaverton OR, 97045 

May 26, 2009 

Paul Robinson 

Lake Manager 

Devils Lake Water Improvement District 

PO Box 974 

Lincoln City, OR 97367 

Dear Paul: 

As a property owner along the shore of Devils Lake I try to stay informed about our community. I have 

been following the Devils Lake Water Improvement District (DLWID) plans to reduce summer blue-green 

algae blooms utilizing twenty SolarBees® placed on the lake.  I have discussed with you my opposition to 

the placement of these devices on Devils Lake because it is my opinion that the relatively small amount and 

short-duration of our annual blue-green algae blooms does not warrant the solution being proposed.  The 

sudden acceleration of DLWID's efforts to fund and purchase SolarBees® motivated me to create an 

informational website at www.nosolarbees.com. During these efforts I have visited with hundreds of lake 

front residents and recreational lake users, to discussed the future of the lake.   

These conversations expose a genuine concern for the health of the lake. Without exception, these 

stakeholders feel that the placement of SolarBees® on Devils Lake would be disastrous.  They feel that this 

project would present a major impediment to navigation, safety, and public recreational use of the lake 

while placing an unnecessary financial burden on DLWID limiting the ability to utilize the other 

alternatives, or address important issues in the future.  Many of these citizens would like the opportunity to 

express their concerns directly to the Devils Lake Water Improvement District Board of Directors and they 

have asked me to convey the following requests related to the upcoming June 4th, 2009 meeting agenda.   

1. Given the likelihood that the meeting will be attended by more members of the public than the 

DLWID office can accommodate we request plans be made for a larger venue.  It has been 

suggested that the Lincoln City Council Chamber at 801 SW Highway 101 could be a viable 

alternative. 

2. We request the SolarBees® Project to be on the agenda for a board decision by resolution, on 

whether to proceed with the placement of SolarBees® on Devils Lake. 

The public recommends that the DLWID Board vote to abandon plans for the SolarBees® Project, 

declaring that SolarBees® will not be placed on Devils Lake.  Public opinion is unanimously against the 

project and in favor of this proposed resolution.  In a single weekend hundreds of yard signs appeared on 

docks, at water's edge and along the street decrying opposition to SolarBees®.  Soon nearly 100% of lake 

front homes will be displaying these sentiments.  It is not rational to assume that public opinion will 

reverse.  As elected public officials it is the responsibility of the DLWID Board to listen to this input and 

put this controversy to rest.  Let's start the summer season on a positive note, rather than spend the hot days 

ahead embroiled in a heated debate that will drive a wedge between lake stakeholders and the Devils Lake 

Water Improvement District.  To accomplish its charter, the District requires the support of the public.  It 

would indeed be a tragedy to squander this support on a project so universally unpopular.  

Sincerely, 

Mitchell Moore 


